











ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Thirteenth special session. 
 
New York, 19 October 1979 
INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO ALLEVIATE THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
FACED BY THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AS A RESULT OF HURRICANES DAVID AND 
FREDERIC 
Draft resolution 
The Committee of the Whole of the Economic Commission for Latin  America, 
ConsideriuLthat the scope of the damage caused by hurricanes David and 
Frederic in the Dominican Republic entailed the loss of many human lives, the 
destruction of economic and Social infrastructure, such as houses, schools, 
industrial plant and commercial facilities, roads and power-stations, and 
agricultural and ecological damage, in addition to leaving a great many inhabitants 
without housing or employment, all of which has reduced production levels and 
will affect the development of this predominantly agricultural country in years to 
come, 
Bearing in mind that the disaster affected rural areas, where it destroyed 
not only housing but also large quantities of commodities destined for 
domestic 
consumption by the population; 
Bearing in mind that the aforementioned circumstances 
have caused a serious 
economic crisis in this country which has consierably jeopardized its development 
process and caused a further deterioration in its balance of payments, which was 
already in deficit, 
Taking note with gratitude of bile support that the Latin American could ''°" 
the other members of the 	 7t,1 	
n,;,e1C‘S, 





particularly the International Monetary Fund, the Inter-American Development Bank 
and the International Bank for Reconstruction 
	 Development,, have given to the 
emergency efforts of this people to rehabilitate the'dftected areas, and„of the 
preliminary aid measures taken by the Secretary-General of the United Nations,' 
the Administrator of UNDP and the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief 
Co-ordinator, 
Taking note of the firm intention of the Government of the Dominican 
Republic to continue to honour its international financial commitments, 
Bearing in mind the statements and reports by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the_Dominican Republic, by that country's delegation to the United 
Nations, and by 'the Secretariat_of the Commission:1/ on the scope of the damage 
and requirements as regardsfinanciai and technidal assistance for immediate 
emergency measures and economic and social rehabilitation and reconstruction, 
Bearing in mind also that, in view of the magnitude of the problems faced 
by the country affected and notwithstanding the efforts being made by its 
Government, it needs continuous, urgent and generous assistance from the 
international community, 
1. Conveys its deepest sympathy to the neOple and Government of the 
Dominican Republic for the loss of human liVes and the devastation they have 
suffered as a result of the recent hurricanes; 
2. Expresses its deepest gratitude to the:Odvernments of the member 
countries of ECLA and of the States Members of the United Nations, the bilateral 
agencies and the international financial bodies that have provided initial 
assistance to the Dominican Republic and invites them to increase their assistance 
by all possible means so as to continue the pror!:'ss of economic recovery; 
3. Appeals to the Governments of the States members of IBRD and- IDB to 
ensure that the directors who represent them in those &dies give particular 
attention to raising the level of external financial co-operation so that they 
may adopt special measures and support the priorities'established by the Government 
both in its Three-Year Public Investment Plan and in. the document entitled 
Emergency action for national recovery and to accelerating the mobilization of 
long-term external resources on the best possible concessionary conditions and with 
the maximum degree of flexibility; 
4. Invites the governmental agencies which deal with this country on a 
bilateral basis to support the efforts being made through soft loans to finance 
emergency, rehabilitation, reconstruction and development programmes; 
5. Also reguests the Governments of the States members of the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development to instruct their representatives on the 
1/ Effects of hurricanes David and Frederic on the economy and social 
conditions of the Dominican Republic (E/CEPAL/G.1098/Rev.1T. 




Executive Board of that Fund to expedite requests for aid submitted by the 
Government of the Dominican Republic; 
6. Appeals to the Governments of States Members of the United Nations whose 
legislation so permits to grant products of the Dominican Republic access to their 
markets on preferential and non-reciprocal terms for a reasonable period, thus 
helping that country to obtain the foreign exchange which it urgently requires 
in order to maintain existing development programmes; 
7. Requeats the Secretary-General of the United Nations to request all 
specialized agencies and bodies within the United Nations system to make available 
the largest possible volume of resources and to expand their programmes in the 
Dominican Republic as required, in accordance with the pricrities established by 
the Government of that country; 
8. Redusts that the Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme shoda accede rapidly and favourably to the requests for special 
assistance which the Government of the Dominican Republic may address to it 
in the near future, bearing in mind the additional requirements deriving from 
the present circumstances and the need to help to promote the development of 
that country, having recourse if necessary to the Programme Reserve during the 
second programming cycle; 
9. Recommends that although the Dominican Republic is not officially 
included among the least-developed countries on the list adopted by the General 
Assembly in its resolution 276P frTI), it should receive the same treatment as that 
granted in the past or that 	 mt17 be ;ranted in the future to that group of 
countries, especially under UNDP projects and funds administered by UNDP, until the 
situation is normalized; 
10. Welcomes the proposal by the Government of 
the Dominican Republic that the 
r:isaster 
United Nations, and more particularly the Office of the UniteC, TM; 
Relief Co-ordinator, should study ways and means of setting up 	
:Ichinery 
to cope with the natural disasters that periodically °cc:II?: in 	
T. L.Ien basin 
and should report on the matter to the General Assembly; 






Committee, 	 terms of reference, to give special sup
-
r,oc':; 
of economic re7.77.iy It the Dominican Republic; 
12. Irstrutts 	 Executive Secretary of 
ECLA to giye all possible 
co-operatioq 	 r, -17ent of the Dominican Republic in accor
,Ince with the 
 
requests sul::71ittO 	 to submit to Member States and to the comre7„ent in7Lernational 
agencies anJ 	 periodio reports on the results 
n2?lioved in the 
implementcn 
. 
